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Pastoral letter
Stopping and learning to stop
“Be still and know that I am God.” Psalm 46:10
At the beginning of the corona-virus lockdown
lots of people said how much they looked forward
to getting on with some of the things they had
long put off – tidying the garage, sorting out the old photographs,
reading the books piled by the bed, finally sorting the garden etc. etc.
Some have managed to tick off an impressive amount of their “to do
list” but for many this hasn’t been the case. They continue to be fully
occupied, albeit in different ways; admin still needs doing, DIY projects
still wait, the weeds still grow faster than they can remove them.
My own pattern of daily living and the rhythm of the days and week are
significantly altered but I continue to be busy, over-busy; maybe that is
simply the way I am. Rather than sit in the garden I find myself goaded
into activity by the jobs that are outstanding; the plant that needs tying
back calls to me, the newly bedded plant gasps for water even though
it’s out of sight. Learning to ignore these tasks would allow me to relax
and enjoy the garden more. No-one else seems to notice or care, just as
I don’t notice or care when I am in someone else’s garden. That is one
of the joys of holidays and time away. We can relax knowing that what
needs doing is someone else’s job. Have holidays and time away meant
that we have neglected to learn how to stop in our own homes and
regular lives?
Stopping is important. It allows us to savour the present and gives us
the opportunity to re-focus on what is important. What can we do to
become better at stopping the busyness and rush of the world and living
in the moment? Who do you know who holds this gift? Have we the
humility to ask them to share their wisdom?
In two stories in the gospels, the calming of the storm (Mark 6:48) and
road to Emmaus (Luke 24:28) Jesus is about to pass by / to go on he only
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turns aside because of the cries and entreaties of his disciples. How often
do we miss divine encounters because we don’t recognise the potential
of the ordinary and mundane or we miss the moment humming with
promise?
C.S Lewis wrote, “We may ignore, but we can nowhere evade the
presence of God. The world is crowded with Him. He walks everywhere
incognito.”
When we live in the moment we discover the Kingdom of God is all
around us – it matters not whether than moment is joyful or sorrowful,
happy or sad, expected or a surprise. God can be found in the past but
he is only experienced in the present. God is always with us but so often
we miss him because we are distracted and not paying attention.
Turn off social media, sit outside, enjoy the sunshine, the softness of the
mattress and the warmth of the duvet, the texture and taste of the food
we eat, listen to the bees and the birds, smell the flowers in the garden,
marvel at creation and the gift of friendship and love.
“We need to find God, and he cannot be found in noise and restlessness.
God is the friend of silence. See how nature — trees, flowers, grass —
grows in silence; see the stars, the moon and the sun, how they move in
silence ... We need silence to be able to touch souls.” Mother Teresa.
We don’t need anyone’s permission to stop, to pause for a moment and
savour the present and delight in the beauty of the month of June.
Every blessing
Revd Craig
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REGULAR EVENTS - are suspended until further notice
Badger’s Field Communion Service, Midweek Retreats
Women’s Home Group , Women’s Christian Book Club
Bright Sparks, Chapel, Home Group
Happy Faces Baby & Toddler Group, Sunday Club

COMMUNITY
Pastoral Care
Since the days of the early church, church communities have cared for
and supported its members and the community it serves. Thankfully
many people support the clergy in this by visiting and supporting others.
In Campden a small team has been formed to help Revd. Craig. The main
role is coordinating pastoral care and directing Craig towards people
who need visiting, also undertaking visits themselves, taking home
communion, meals or other things that are needed.
The team is headed by our Reader, Bridget Wade and includes our
churchwardens Naomi Morrey and Sarah Roberts as well as Jopey
Eckersley-Hope, Ros Bishop and Sally Dymott. If you are able to cook the
occasional meal and would like to be added to our list please contact
Ros Bishop.
Flower Guild
If you would like to be part of the Flower Guild please do get in touch with
the administrator - on 01386 841927. If you wish to make a donation to
our Flower Fund please send a cheque to the Church Office payable to
‘The PCC of Campden’, together with a note of the name should you
wish this to be in memory of a loved one.

BIRTHS

PARISH REGISTERS

We are pleased to announce the birth of Gilbert George Sexton on
Wednesday 8 April weighing a healthy 8lb 4oz. Congratulations to Paddy
and Emma and Gilbert’s sister and brother, Molly and Arthur.
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FUNERALS

Vale Crematorium, Fladbury
Monday 20 April		
Thursday 7 May		
Monday 11 May		
Monday 19 May		

Graham (Charles) Scholes
John Massey
James & Carol Bell
Wendy Pyatt

Oakley Wood Crematorium, Cheltenham
Friday 24 April		
Joice Read
Mickleton Cemetery
Monday 11 May		

Marjorie James

St Eadburgha’s Church, Ebrington - Graveside
Saturday 16 May		
Annabel Fenner

STAY IN TOUCH
Revd Craig is posting regular videos of reflections and prayers on our
church websites and social media. The links are below if you would like
to view them:
stjameschurchcampden.co.uk/videosandreflections.htm
If you would like Craig to pray for anyone or would just like to talk to
Craig please email:
prayer@stjameschurchcampden.co.uk
Alernatively, you can contact the church office:
admin@stjameschurchcampden.co.uk
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TIME
As I write this, it is the first week of May, and I am thinking about time.
Time as a gift, time as a burden. I have been feeling both, often in the
same hour.
We have been living through a glorious spring, and I have felt incredibly
blessed, time to spend experiencing new life with all my senses.
Watching the trees, starting to bud, to blossom, to come into full leaf,
the wonderful smell of fresh mown grass, oh oh hay fever, the scent
of flowers, the range of greens, from palest silver green, to deep red/
brown greens. Someone once told me there were forty shades of green,
I believe there are infinitely more.
Watching the birds making or repairing old nests, then they are blotted
out by the leaves all around them. The colours in the flower beds,
moving from daffodils to tulips, forget me nots to bluebells, now iris,
honeysuckle, clematis, buds on rose bushes.
The wind blows, and I realise that different trees have different sounds
as the breeze blows through them, the lack of traffic noise means I hear
it and the huge range of bird song, how I envy those who can identity
birds by their call and a sure sign of summer the unique sound of the
cuckoo.
I have also had time to think, to read and to realize that at times I judge
too quickly and too harshly; not long ago I read Exodus, the story of
Israel leaving Egypt, the record of the plagues, the crossing of the Red
Sea, God with them in pillars of fire and cloud, really Cecil B DeMille
stuff, and I get to the part where Moses is up the mountain for forty days
and the people get fed up and make a golden calf to worship! I think for
goodness sake why couldn’t they wait it out!
Last weekend, we went past our fortieth day of lockdown, I have a new
appreciation for how those people felt, forty days of not knowing what’s
going on, and they didn’t have TV and social media, in some ways I’m
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ST CORONA

surprised they didn’t give in sooner!
Jesus spent forty days in the wilderness, only the Son of God could have
done that.
Time is relative to where we are, what we are doing, we have all
experienced those happy moments when “time flies” or those deadly
times when “time creeps”. This is life and there is choice in it. I find it
easier to deal with time if I don’t think too much about it, or how long it
is. I can’t do something for forty days but I can do it today, and that’s all
God asks of us, we are told “do not worry about tomorrow, for tomorrow
will worry about itself” Matthew 6:34.
“So choose today whom you will serve” Joshua 24:15. Look to the beauty
of creation, to the spirit of kindness, love and self sacrifice all around us
and rejoice in the day that the Lord has made.
Naomi Morrey

Saints Victor and Corona are two Christian
martyrs. Victor was a Roman soldier who
was tortured and killed; Corona was killed
for comforting him.
Until recently, St Corona had become
nearly forgotten. Very little is actually
known about the young woman who was
killed for her Christian faith around the
time of the second century but this latest
Coronavirus pandemic has begun to shed
light on who St Corona was. The St Corona
legends are bloody and it is believed that
as a 16- year-old, she was forced to watch
her husband, St Victor, being murdered
because of his faith. St Corona is not
the namesake for the virus. The Latin
word ‘corona’ means ‘crown’. As legend
has it the name is an indication that the
young saint had achieved the ‘crown of
eternal life’ because of the steadfastness
of her faith. The connection with the
Coronavirus, named because of their
crown-like structure, is just a coincidence.
The relics of St Corona can be found in the
Roman Catholic cathedral in the spa city
of Aachen, Germany near the border with
Belgium. It is is one of Europe’s oldest
cathedrals and historically was used for
the coronation of German kings and
queens.
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RECIPE OF THE MONTH
ASPARAGUS QUICHE

In last month’s magazine you will have read an article “ Caring for God’s
Wildlife” which included a paragraph on David Gilbert who had made
bug hotels for our churches. We are pleased to let you know that the
new bug hotel has been installed in the churchyard at St Eadburgha’s.
Lets hope that insects and small mammals will thrive there.

In May, Churchwarden, Peter Banton, was doing his weekly checks
inside the church and fnished up on the roof of the Bell-Tower.
It was sunny, with gin clear skies, so he took a quick video panorama
which you can see on YouTube at https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=rlrSG1dfG6I. Well worth a look!

Ingredients
14 asparagus stalks
4 eggs
1.45kg of grated gruyère cheese
357g whole cream
122g milk
1/4 teaspoon salt
1 tablespoon butter (melted)
1 pre-made pie crust unbaked
Instructions
Pre-heat oven to 180c, Gas 4
To clean the aspargus
If you buy really thick asparagus then you might want to peel the outside
woody part with a potato peeler. Snap off the tough base of each spear,
this is usually around the bottom third of the spear, where the stem
starts to turn tender. Keep only the tender part. Chop into 1/4 inch (3/4
cm) sizes. Boil or steam for approximately 10 minutes. Drain and set
aside.
In a 10 inch (26cm) pie plate, place the pre made (or homemade) pie
pastry, brush with melted butter, and spread the steamed asparagus on
top.
In a medium bowl, whisk together eggs, cream, milk and salt, stir in
grated cheese and pour mixture over the asparagus.
Bake for 15 minutes then turn oven down to 160c, Gas 3 and bake
approximately 30 minutes more. Quiche will be cooked when a knife
inserted comes out clean. Let stand 5-10 minutes before serving. Enjoy!
Anitalianinmykitchen.com
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‘I will weep when you are weeping;
when you laugh I’ll laugh with you.
I will share your joy and sorrow
till we’ve seen this journey through.’
Those words, written by Richard Gillard, from the song, ‘Brother, sister,
let me serve you’, have a special significance for me.
It seems hard to believe (or perhaps, for you, it doesn’t!) that it’s
three years this month since Ros and I moved from the flatlands of
Cambridgeshire to this glorious part of the world where we are so
privileged to live. Prior to becoming part of the Vale and Cotswold Team
in 2017, I had spent many years serving as a healthcare chaplain, first in
a hospice and then, latterly, in a district general hospital.
At the hospital, I was blessed to serve alongside lay and ordained
chaplains, some paid, many volunteers. Often, those who enquired
about joining the team would ask, “What’s it like to be a chaplain here?”
and “What will I be expected to do?” I often answered those questions
by sharing the words above from Richard Gillard’s song. On many
occasions, I had little to offer patients, their relatives and my colleagues
other than my presence. Presence, though, can be everything. It was
our privilege beyond words to weep with those who wept, to laugh
with those who laughed and always to be present for as long as people
wanted us, sharing joys and sorrows through the journey of life.
Three years in ministry here have taught me that Gillard’s inspired words
apply equally in the parish setting. The gift of our presence, even when
we struggle to find the ‘right’ words, or to know what to do, can’t be
overstated. Even when, like at the present time, we can’t physically be
present with others, a phone call, email or Skype/Zoom call can be a
blessing and, sometimes, a lifeline.
As I reflect on my previous and current roles, I’m reminded of, and
continue to shaped by, this story that Jesus told in Matthew’s Gospel,
chapter 25:
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“I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me
something to drink, I was a stranger and you welcomed me, I was naked
and you gave me clothing, I was sick and you took care of me, I was in
prison and you visited me.” Then the righteous will answer him, “Lord,
when was it that we saw you hungry and gave you food, or thirsty
and gave you something to drink? And when was it that we saw you a
stranger and welcomed you, or naked and gave you clothing? And when
was it that we saw you sick or in prison and visited you?” And the king
will answer them, “Truly I tell you, just as you did it to one of the least of
these who are members of my family, you did it to me.”
I pray, as Ros and I celebrate our third anniversary as part of the Team,
that our willingness to refresh, welcome, clothe, visit, weep, laugh
and be present with those in any kind of need, will continue to be our
hallmarks – hallmarks that reveal ever more clearly the height, depth,
length and breadth of God’s love for each of us.
With love,
Scott
Revd Scott Watts
Team Vicar

LIFE DURING LOCKDOWN
During what is undoubtedly a challenging time for many people, we
would love to hear of your experiences such as tales of good-deeds,
touching stories, lighter moments, or particular instances of note around
our parishes. Please email your contributions to :
magazine@stjameschurchcampden.co.uk
We would like to publish your stories in next months bumper edition.
Don’t forget to send in photos/pictures too!
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BOOK REVIEW OF THE MONTH
THE LIFE YOU’VE ALWAYS WANTED
by JOHN ORTBERG
This is a book I read a long time ago when it was first published in1997.
It is a fresh and inspiring exploration of spiritual disciplines. Written
with warm humour and plenty of relatable anecdotes, it is extremely
readable and packed with food for thought.
I recently did the Alpha Course (an introduction to the Christian faith)
with 3 other women exploring what the Christian faith is all about.
When the course came to an end we decide to keep on meeting but
instead use a Christian book to read together as a book club. And this is
the book we chose. Each week we read a chapter on our own and then
get together to discuss it. At the back of the book is a study guide to help
you explore some the issues in more depth.
Some of my favourite chapters so far are:
Gratitude and celebration – looking for joy in the small things of life,
being grateful for the small blessings all around us. The world tells us in
order to attain happiness we must aspire to the big” highs”, the perfect
wedding, the exotic holiday, the esteemed career but this book suggests
that true joy can be found in the small everyday moments of life we just
need to open our eyes to see them!

intentionally go to seek God and just be still. “The knitting together of
the human heart with the heart of God”.
Service of others – This chapter talks of our inherent selfishness, our
pride and our determination to be in control. It suggests that the antidote
to pride is the service of others. Pride reduces our capacity to love, it
excludes God but if we honour others above ourselves, through service,
we stop being so preoccupied with self and we can” let God be God”.
How timely and poignant this all feels in this time of lockdown, social
distancing and the world as we know it being turned upside down.
All 4 of the chapter headings listed above are prevalent in this time of
managing this global pandemic: people are noticing the small things in
life and being grateful for them, they are being forced to slow down and
reassess, many are tuning to prayer (as people are prone to do in time of
need) and finally we are witnessing countless acts of selfless service all
around us from those working in supermarkets, collecting our rubbish,
working in the N.H.S, neighbours helping neighbours the list goes on.
This book sets out the inner workings of the Christian faith and why
it works to bring deeper meaning into our lives and I would highly
recommend it.
Ros Bishop

Slowing down – described as “the ruthless elimination of hurry”. Slowing
down, pausing to reflect. We live in a culture of busyness and hurry. The
world tells us that if we’re not rushing around then something must be
wrong! Take time at the beginning or end of the day to invite God into
your life and listen for his still small voice. One positive of the Corona
virus is that those of us rushing around trying to do too much have been
forced to stop and reassess what is important and how we spend our
time.
Prayer – An inspiring chapter to encourage us to make time to be present
in the presence of God. Try to find a daily time and place where you
16
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CATCH UP WITH REVD SHEILA ROSENTHAL
This was the scene on May 1st, not a great day but
flags flew for Labour Day and lots of us spent time
in the garden planting stuff. Snow on the mountains
in the background had all but gone and we planted
sweet peas along the new fence (more on this later).
This is the scene from May 11th and indicates the weather we now have. Snow
has come again in inches worth and its just below
freezing. The shallots are covered with fleeces as
are we! Wool is the blessing of this country be
it jumpers of the Nordic kind or very, very fine
wool base layers. With only 6 weeks to go before
the longest day I am beginning to wonder what
July and August will be like! But it nevertheless
remains a beautiful country of stunning views
and peacefulness. We have sunsets that dazzle
because the fjord below us reflects right up into our
kitchen. The birdsong is prolific as well as strange –
there are many varieties of birds that are new to me
including the 2 shown.
The crested fellow - a
Bohemian Waxwing eats berries and is very comical. Whereas the other
one shown arrives in flocks to eat from fields that
are only now being ploughed! We call these vicar
birds -for reasons that should be obvious!
We now have a 2 metre high fence all round our garden – good perching places
– but necessary to keep the …….. giant in. Odd, the biggest of our pack, decided
that the attraction of the neighbour’s cat, 3 fields and a metre high fence away,
was fair game. I can see now why the Norwegians are the people who do so
much quiet, patient peace nogotiations as one dead cat later we still have
neighbours who talk to us.
The dreaded virus is beginning to lessen here and we had our first church
service since Lent on Sunday in the cathedral Chapter House. We cannot use a
single chalice so we instead we used the individual communion cups that the
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Lutheran Church of Norway uses. According to Canon Law this is not permitted
but, as I pointed out to the bishop, when there are large services more than 1
chalice is used so it’s a small theological step to multiple chalices and compliance
with current hygiene laws. Except of course that pragmatic solutions don’t seem
to be easy bedfellows with some of the more draconian aspects of theology.
I keep wondering what would Jesus do and have concluded that Pharisaism is
alive and well and much in need of some table-turning in places. Orthodoxy is
one thing, stubborn adherence another. I’m reminded of the chaplain in Korea
who celebrated communion with rice wine and whatever bread could be found,
totally against Canon Law. When we make a law out of grace (a sacrament is
defined as an outward, tangible sign of an inward intangible grace) then the
grace of the sacrament is hindered. There are so many instances of what Jesus
thought of that there is no need for further elaboration by me! It was good,
in any and all senses of the word, to meet up again and share familiar words
even if we couldn’t hug or shake hands. Listening to the news from UK my
heart goes out to you all. It seems that now we all know someone who knows
someone who has died of the virus. The politics and the practice are ineffable.
A new Archbishop was consecrated recently in the presence of 50 people and
whoever watched on national TV. We’ve done a lot of TV, YouTube, theatre
watching and skype/Zoom. It’s been quite strange to find that these ways of
communicating do have an atmosphere created regardless of the strangeness
of the environment. I’ve taken services with the terrier on my lap and the heater
on full blast – SO different from Ebrington church!! Nevertheless it is good to
feel the warmth of people as well as heaters. We are
heading now towards 24/7 daylight and even if it does
snow, the sunshine is strong and clears it away. There
are signs of spring here which is quite amusing when I
watch the YouTube from Craig of fields of wheat growing
on a sunny day in the Cotswolds. The range of delights
to be had in this world are amazing, just like the hymn
says ‘O Lord my God when I in awesome wonder…’ The
5 senses are overloaded with choice and as we change
gear again away from Lockdown we will do well to reflect
on our fragility and inability to instantly change the world. We are not wizards
that can wave wands, we are stewards that hold ledgers of reckoning, gifts and
responsibilities, vision and reflections. Snowing again…
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JUNE CROSSWORD
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23 and 1 Across ‘The Lord God took the man and put him in the Garden
of — to work it and take — of it’ (Genesis 2:15) (4,4)
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ACROSS

1 See 23 Across
3 Where the thief on the cross was told he would be, with Jesus (Luke
23:43) (8)
8 Invalid (4)
9 Blasphemed (Ezekiel 36:20) (8)
11 Adhering to the letter of the law rather than its spirit (Philippians 3:6)
(10)
14 Shut (Ecclesiastes 12:4) (6)
15 ‘This is how it will be with anyone who — up things for himself but is
not rich towards God’ (Luke 12:21) (6)
17 Mary on Isis (anag.) (10)
20 Agreement (Hebrews 9:15) (8)
21 Native of, say, Bangkok (4)
22 Deaf fort (anag.) (5-3)
20

1 Struggle between opposing forces (Habakkuk 1:3) (8)
2 James defined this as ‘looking after orphans and widows in their
distress and keeping oneself from being polluted by the world’ (James
1:27) (8)
4 ‘The one I kiss is the man; — him’ (Matthew 26:48) (6)
5 ‘Be joyful in hope, patient in — , faithful in prayer’ (Romans 12:12)
(10)
6 St Columba’s burial place (4)
7 Swirling current of water (4)
10 Loyalty (Isaiah 19:18) (10)
12 ‘God was pleased through the foolishness of what was — , to save
those who believe’ (1 Corinthians 1:21) (8)
13 Camp where the angel of the Lord slew 185,000 men one night (2
Kings 19:35) (8)
16 ‘There is still — — — Jonathan; he is crippled in both feet’(2 Samuel
9:3) (1,3,2)
18 David Livingstone was one (4)
19 Driver and Vehicle Licensing Authority (1,1,1,1)

ANSWERS FOR MAY CROSSWORD
ACROSS: 1, Stop. 3, Call upon. 9, Regular. 10, Octet. 11, Inner. 12, Hud-

son. 14, Holy Communion. 17, Myself. 19, See to. 22, About. 23, Iterate.
24, Monarchy. 25, Stet.

DOWN: 1, Straight. 2, Organ. 4, Abraham’s faith. 5, Lloyd. 6, Puteoli.

7, Note. 8, Cleric. 13, Innocent. 15, Lay down. 16, Ussher. 18, Enter. 20,
Enact. 21, Balm.
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JOURNEY OF FAITH, WHAT/WHO HAS INFLUENCED YOU
MOST?
Have you ever been asked to share the story about how you came to
faith and then immediately struggled with knowing where to begin?
In 1 Peter 3:15 the writer of the letter charges the hearer to ‘Always
be prepared to give an answer to everyone who asks you to give the
reason for the hope that you have.’ And yet no matter how many times
I have been asked the question (and in my work life I have had plenty of
practice), I am never sure where to begin! God has done so much in my
life and been present in it even before I had any idea about who Jesus is
that I cannot do justice to his love, grace and mercy, but I will never the
less give you a few of the key moments.
As a youth worker I had many conversations with young people who grew
up in church and not all, but many, often struggled to make the transition
from being held in faith by others to walking the journey themselves. My
upbringing was a mixed blessing as I did not have this challenge, coming
from a ‘non-Christian’ family. Yes I missed out in those early years of
being part of a community of faith, but I am thankful that at that time
when all the questions came, I did not really know about God in any real
sense and so the gospel was a fresh and powerful message to hear.
My faith journey began when walking into my friend’s youth club run
by some quirky Christians in a little ‘gospel hall.’ In that odd little place,
I found something strangely welcoming. The tuck shop was appealing
but more importantly the volunteers for a big part of my teenage years
invested much into my life and were there through the typical and
the more challenging parts of those years – no surprise that I became
a youth worker! But my coming to faith was more than a community
thing. I remember opening one of the pew bibles and started reading
the gospels and which Jesus’ teachings made sense of the world to me
and they still do. I remember the day I made a declaration of faith; it
was about 2am and I said to God, ‘I am in, but if this isn’t real, I won’t
be telling anyone.’ A bit of an odd prayer you may think, but God is good
and as I said those words, I felt like my life was rewired, I had come
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home. From then, I was I was hooked on knowing more and so I went to
church, listened to sermons, started singing the songs and my life became
orientated around trying to be a disciple of Jesus. I got baptised went to
summer camps where I made some of my closest Christian friends and
took every opportunity going to either be with them or talking about
Jesus to others, I was on a mission! You can imagine I was quite an
annoying teenager preaching at the parties and still being a teenager
at parties... There were some serious blips and plenty of mistakes, but
I kept coming back to the cross and the people who showed me the
Christ- like love that we as disciples seek to embody.
I think my faith really deepened when I finished college and began to look
at my future. I held down jobs fine and loved being around people, but it
did not feel like I was doing what I was supposed to do. So I did what any
Millennial does and did a couple of gap years, one at a music ministry
college (NEXUS) and another doing a bit of travel, where I eventually
clocked that God had been calling me to some kind of ministry, but even
then I was too oblivious to the fullness of it! I came home started my first
degree and worked for a church. During this time God put some great
people in my life, my soon to be father in-law stretched my thinking
and helped me broaden my understanding of ministry. A friend called
Gerry helped me utilize my love of music and people to create songs
that articulated my faith and as a tool for mentoring others. At this time,
I also met Laura and a whole new level of growing up happened! I was
also encouraged to read broader and found myself absorbing everything
that Rob Bell wrote and I even ended up doing my dissertation based on
some of his work. Although he has the ability to be a bit of a trigger for
some, his earlier stuff was really helpful in moving faith from ‘knowledge
about God’ to ‘faith in God’ and so he will always live on my bookshelf.
Nowadays, I have a few key people who I see to keep me in check and
challenge me and I think it is important that we find people like this. My
old Vicar Johnny is a great grounder, level-headed and full of faith so I
appreciate time with him, he is sort of the Owl to my Tigger. A
 nother
mentor is a guy called Dave who is great at challenging my thinking
through our conversations, seeks out the what the Spirit is doing and is
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never afraid to ask difficult questions. Finally, I have had a great gentle
support in Jon, my Spiritual director (which still feels like an odd title).
Over the past four years he has heard me process my journey, through
BAP (Bishops Advisory Panel) and my training, helping me to see how
I can be authentically me through my calling and encouraging me to
deepen my spirituality through well-trodden paths.
My journey has been great. I have had some really difficult moments and
have had to learn the faithfulness and love of God throughout but God
is God, Christ is risen, he is risen indeed and because of that I continue
to hope I will see more of the goodness of God in the land of the living
(Ps 27:13)!

Jay Niblett

PRAYERS FOR THE MONTH OF JUNE

Throughout the month we give thanks for the NHS and all key workers.
We pray for medical researchers and all whose you lead public health.
We pray for all those who have been affected by the corona-virus.
Monday 1st – the beginning of ordinary time (liturgical colour green) we
pray for the growth of our faith and the for the growth of the church.
Trinity Sunday 7th – we pray for us to comprehend more fully the
mystery of God: Father, Son and Holy Spirit and the love we are offered.
Tuesday 9th Columba, Abbot of Iona, missionary- give thanks for those
who brought the gospel to this country and those who introduced you
to Jesus.
Tuesday 16th Richard, Bishop of Chichester – we pray, “May I see you
more clearly, love you more dearly, follow you more nearly”.
Sunday 21st the summer solstice – give thanks for sunshine and the
summer.
Saturday 27th – we pray for those due to be ordained priest
Sunday 28th – we pray for those due to be ordained deacon and
especially for Jay Niblett who will be joining us as our curate. Please also
pray for Laura and the children as they settle into life here.
Monday 29th St Peter and St Paul – give thanks for those who share the
good news of Jesus with others
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WHO’S WHO
The Vale and Cotswold Edge Ministry Team, serving 11 parishes
Revd Craig Bishop, Team Rector 		
		
Revd Dana Delap, Blockley
		
Revd Scott Watts, Honeybourne 		
			
Bridget Wade (Reader)						

Telephone code 01386

841927
700676
834946
841834

United Benefice of Chipping Campden, Ebrington and Mickleton Parishes
The benefice is under the care of Revd Craig Bishop within the Ministry Team. This
magazine serves Chipping Campden and Ebrington, and Mickleton has a magazine
too (see Mickleton Parish below).
Church Office
Church Rooms, Calf Lane, Chipping Campden, GL55 6JQ
Benefice administrator 		
Elizabeth Jones
841927
				admin@stjameschurchcampden.co.uk
Chipping Campden Parish
www.stjameschurchcampden.co.uk 			
Churchwardens 		
Sarah Roberts
		
840183
				
Naomi Morrey
		
840350
Director of Music 		
Richard Stephens 		
700668
Pastoral care team		
Bridget Wade 			
841834
Local Safeguarding Person
Patricia Reid
		
849340
Youth Worker			
Amy Todd			
				youthworker@stjameschurchcampden.co.uk
Ebrington Parish
www.ebringtonchurch.org.uk
Churchwardens 		
Peter Banton 			
593446
Local Safeguarding Person
David Simpson			
430053
Mickleton Parish
Churchwardens 		
Parish Magazine editor 		
Local Safeguarding Person

Paul Titmus 			
Janet Barlow			
Niki Britt
Anne Clifford			

Church Rooms
Calf Lane, Chipping Campden, GL55 6JQ
Lettings
		
Elizabeth Jones

25

438403
430183
430175
438695

		841927

ALLEN & SON
Professional and Qualified Funeral Director
Providing a considered and appropriate service with a
refreshingly normal approach.
We offer a complete pre-planning service, including pre-payment
plans.
For more information, please phone at any time, call into our
office or visit our website.
Matcon House, London Road
Moreton-in-Marsh, GL56 0HJ
01608 650633 – 24-hour service
www.allenfunerals.co.uk

If you would like to send
something to be considered for
publication please email:
magazine@stjameschurchcampden.co.uk
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Care visits at home
We care passionately

For many people the
questions about care
don’t arise until
suddenly, there
is a n e e d .
Home care with
Bluebird Care can be
anything from a 30
minute care visit to 24
hours live in care,
supporting you to
remain as independent
as possible, living the
lifestyle you choose.
Call and talk to one of our friendly professionals today:

01386 764830
worcesterandwychavon@bluebirdcare.co.uk
bluebirdcare.co.uk
/worcester-wychavon
We are independently regulated
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